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www.ueda.nl (portfolio)

www.pepe.okinawa (studio in Ishigaki, Okinawa)

instagram: @makiueda
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Air as the Commons

* Air belongs to no one, yet to everyone.

* By breathing in and out, we share the same air and live through one another.

* The COVID-19 pandemic reminded us of this invisible yet undeniable
Interconnection.






Air as aMedium

* When we perceive air as a medium, countless forms of information flow within it:
oxygen, nitrogen, scents, aerosols, viruses, and even the subtle notion of ki (vital energy).

* This project uses scent as a key to visualize and materialize the circulation of shared air as a
commons.

* It invites us to touch and sense what is usually invisible.



The Reality of Smellin the City

* Smell appeals to memory and emotion, yet it also unconsciously governs our behavior.
* Urban environments overflow with artificial odors that can affect health and even threaten life.
* Ex. air and water polution, hydrogen sulfide accident, to the Tokyo subway sarin attack.

* In dense cities like Tokyo, smell often becomes a latent source of conflict.



Toward Olfactory Resilience

If we regard air as a commons, its issues are part of the global commons.

Amid climate change and global warming, we need to reframe scent not as emotion, but as data: “Can we smell the
changes?”

The city, stripped of natural smells, is a human territory— a vast olfactory experiment called Tokyo.

Here, this project seeks to question what it means to “live (to breathe)”
and to nurture olfactory resilience.



Olfacto-politics

* To live is to share the air.

* The invisible scent, yet felt, calls us
to reconsider our relations
(politics).
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PHASLE #1

SMELL LAB (EDUCATION)



SMELL LAB CALENDER
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Meet Up

* A space to learn, discuss, and imagine together.

* Participants form five small groups (about
three people each) and explore their own sense
of smell through dialogue and shared
experience.



: Microscopic Olfaction

* How are taste and smell different? (Orthonasal /
Retronasal)

* Why can’t we smell our own scent? (Olfactory fatigue /
Anosmia)

* Why do you and I perceive scents differently? (Individual
bias)

* What is the link between smell and memory? (Proust effect)



(): Macroscopic Olfaction

You can buy water, but not air — an air war?

How does climate change alter the scents we
perceive?

What are greenhouse gases and air pollution?

Agriculture, food, and the nitrogen problem — how
are soil and air connected?



: Olfaction in the Metropolis

What did Edo smell like? — fish markets, teahouses, and night
soil.

How was postwar Tokyo, once notorious for foul odors,
improved?

Cities and olfaction: from public nuisance to personal “scent
pollution.”

Cities and stench: the Koto Ward garbage war.

Redevelopment and the scent of Shibuya — how has the Shibuya
River changed?



Composition Workshop: GHG

* Example Subject: Nitrogen Dioxide, Ozone

* Handling molecules, volatile compounds, and
perfumery materials.

* Learning a shared vocabulary to describe scent.

* Expressing abstract ideas through perfumery.
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Extraction Workshop

* Possible subject: the smell of
Shibuya 100 years past and present
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2N0xBP5qg5I

Further Involvement

Creating an output as a group for ex. “Olfactory
Game” for the final exhibition

Participation in field work research
Making smell map of Tokyo

Active involvement in [PHASE #3: Experimentation,
Production & Exhibition]



PHASLE #2

RESEARCH



Symposium

* “When Scent Gains Meaning: Perspectives from
Aesthetics, Chemistry, and Digital Technology”

* Approaching scent not merely as a source of
everyday stimulation or comfort, but as a new
form of knowledge that bridges aesthetics,
chemistry, and technology.
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https://ccbt.rekibun.or.jp/events/when-smell-has-meaning
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Live e-Nose Experiment

* The Olfactory World of a Crowded Train: an
Interactive Work Using FAIMS

* With the cooperation of visitors at the venue,
we explore how the signals change as more
people gather — and how our sense of smell
perceives this contrast.
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Visualization by e-Nose
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* Field Asymmetric lon Mobility Spectrometry
(FAIMS)
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FAEETDTA 7V (2023)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27cnDKiZIa4

FAIMS + Chiyoko Walk
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Measuring Representation
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PHASE #5

EXPERIMENT & EXHIBITION



Exhibition

* An experiential exhibition that builds on
a previous research project, designed to
share its questions with a wider audience.

* In various places in Tokyo, from the end
of Jan. towards Feb



ZZ /e AEROSCULPTURE (2022)
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Exhibition (1) Yumenoshima Tropical Garden
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REMINI-SCENT (2023)
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Exhibition (2) at CCBT
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